“The trenches on the Ieft of the kelght became tumultunus with smoke
angd long, thin rifle Aashes, Az the dark stroems, riculets, of the enomy
porred along the plain, ¢ large numbey of batieries opened, and great
black shells, whirling qud sereaming, fled over the heads of the men in
the trenches. There was going to bo a good, tight little fight.”

montal conditlon corresponding to it. Tut, just as it is Impossible for n manp to have
convulsiony eternnlly oud without res, so [t ls essentlal that when the other fellows
nre ngninst the enemy, the soldier shonld be superior to worrying tos much about It.
His turn will' come, he whl got all the worry that I8 dne hlm, In the tiegntime,
let il gossip with his legs wide apare and poss nround the cigarcttes. One wogld
bave not thotight thepe offieers to be vitally Interested In the ouleome of this fight,
Later an order to move struck a lesy and Indl®eprent battallon of mfantry. Then the
chunge was plain.  The offfcers’ ficvs hecame Instantly hord, stern, military? The
commnnds Were 86 slinrp ps to sound nlmost ficpassioned. They hnd got thelr cnuse
to worty, Meanwhile, the afffcers of the battery contitped to laugh and talk.

Anparently the Greeik Unog here lay 18 the form of two sldes of o trlangle, with
the apex ratlher sharp. It was the result of the outstretehing curve of the rullroad
and the pecessity for its idefence, and this necessity adjusted to the topography of
the country as well as the gods would allow. The town of Veloetino was (n this
apex: Velestino, before o fricndly anuy snt down upon [t bed been a most beauti-
ral town., BEven friendly #roiles can but deslroy the mors subtle effects of nnture,
althonirh  they substlivte a willler beauty of thelr own croatlon. Velesilpo hns ahbout
At g great number of fine Invge {rees, which In Greece I8 yery unpsodl, Miny of the
(hiouses ayere quite burled in follage, and it was fmpossibie 1o see the Tarks toward
Lavisga, owlug to the many stelps of forest on the plain. AN the houses of say lm-
portance. were tightly cloged and barmed, every doon, every window, The huia of
the peasants; wmla from stone ke cobble, were mat clozed ead barred, because

they sesmed never to have hod doors, but the Interlors wers mers dack va-
enneles It was o desoried village. (One walked: the  street, . wondering of
the 1life that hees had  bHeon, awd if -t would ever return—could it

ever return. Tt fa n human thing to think of a conmmunity that Las Been, and
Liere was ope with dll lts Guportaut loves, hates, feiendships, all #s gnmes, spltes, s
wonderful complesity of relatlon and jutercourse suddenly smitten by the sledge of
‘chauee and pendered nothlng—nophilog but o' féw yachn(, starhng houses, The chance
comer potes that some villager hiad earefully reprired hls front gute, and the chancy
comer's gense of the fotllity of repoiving thap frout gate causes llm to koow more
of life for a moment than he had ever Enown ‘before,

This army on the plaln was a mpjestle thing, It expressed power—power—power,
The foree one felt to be In those long, dark lines was terrible. It could reach and
pull down the elouds, this thing: Tt could Tet two seas meet, this thing. A soldler
In the trenches suddenly sorentned and elnsped his hnuds to his eyes as if lie had been
struck bitod, He rolled to the Bottom 6f the trench, his body turnlog twice. A com-
ritde, daxed, whigtling throngh his teeth, regched In his pocket and dfew ont a bunch
of bregd gud a bandkerchief, It appenred thit he wis gofug to feed this corpse.
But bhe took the handkerchlef and pressed It on the wound and then looked abont
him helplessly. He stidl beld the breand in his other bund because be could not lay
1t down In the dirt of the trench. b

As for the most of the men they necopted this visitation In sllence, merely turning
thelt eyes to look at!the bedy, aud then perhaps shnking  thelr Heads  mooeafully,
while a strange wonder and wistful gquestioning of the future were In some glunoes,

~ Contlpunlly there was in the alr a nolse as If some ond hnd thrown an empty
beer botile with marvellons specd at you. Phis hooting and whistling of some of th=
shells was ke pothing If not like the Might of nn empty beéer bottle. Then others
{net whined and sang in a sort of qu arcaf sonid, an are both in volume and In key,
It wis grout to hear others go like Immopse blrds flashing across the vision in
thalr Swift journes. The rapld flapping of their wings was perfectly convinclag.
Sometimes the blinding explosions of these shells dug holes on the LIl among the:
tramipled gralo aond the few poppies.

There was great trouble on {be other hill In front nnd exténding far to the left.
Tts summit was o long filnge of gray smoke flonting backward, The volleys swere
rattiing and crackling from one end of the hill to the other. Sometlmes the patter
of individuai firlng gwelled suddenly to one long, beantiful crash that had something
{n it of the fall of & giant plne amjd his brethren of the mountain slde. Tt was the
thunder of a monstrons brenker sgainst the hard tocks. At -times It was these
things, apd st times it was just the cra ck-ornek-crnekaty-crack-ctackle of burning
timbers, Altogether, the troops on tho ridge were heavily engaged, and as if by
conekrf the plaln on the right beesame dotted with Iittle pulls of sinoke. The eaptain
of the battery was furnished with o new and large rumber of tnrgets. It was durivg
the nttendant exclfement of this situntlon that le sent o man to the rear for
nnothor palr of fleld glasses. Wi§ first pili bhad suffered a rifle ball wound. The
man misunderstood the ordef, and He campe baek with a bottle of wine, He stood
untyt the captain should finish talking with 4 sabaltern. Thetfs was a look of plous
satlafnction on his face at baving eoneloded hls errand with wistdom and eelerity.
Suddenly the captaln rteschod for hid field glagses and got lnstead a bottle of wing,
Astonlghment and incredullty mingled on Ws face. He lookeéd steérnly at the soldler
and bavingued him on the necessity of oot belng an (dlot during battles. Hia ges-
tires were aelld and .rapid, Nevertheless, he did not rolinquish bis Arst zrip on ths
bottle of wine, Préseplly he went slong the lines; piving ap ovder, and sometimes
he phsent-mindedly waved the bottis townrd the Turks. He looked down at last and
sat that he 3uli grosped the bottle. He went then nnd gava it into the eare of the
trugty corporal wilo commanded the harfe and mule sguad helow the bill.  When
the motors nre under fire smali drimas of this kihd may bo lnteresting to the spec-
ut‘;rt' was about this time, foo, that & colnmn of Infantry marching to support the
troops on the hill had Its proyess Intofrupted, Theve was o small stone shrine dt the
slde of the trafl. It contaloed n iltle hojy pletize of a siint, a Httle chramo In red
and green, with a frame of glit papes. Under this ploture was d litle fump wherein
ofl was sometimes burnoed. It wns the common wayslde shrine of the Gregk Chacel,
Tha soldlera a_;g been marched n long way. Thelr faces were warm with swearn
Thelr blanket rojla lay heavily upon thelr nhoulders: Thalr haversacks knopked awk-
wardly upon their tired lips, Thelr rifles and double rows of long Gras cariridges
‘must have each annenred welghty enongh to sluk a ynilit. Moreover, many of ths
men. stlil wore thelr thick overconts, As Is rather a custom among Greek soldlers, to
‘untter how warm may be tho Orterital sunshine, i .

 This weary colomn reached the lictle shrine, which wos lees than threp hundred

yards from. tbe gdyanced firfng line. The men ot the front crossed t(heméelves |

As file nfter file passed, the men crosked themselves and prayed. Bud-
heotling shell strgek the buse of the shrine aud Hied the straeiors
fell with a ringing smash—demolished. There was a spectecie of tha
in every direction to eseape the ying. stones, aud &s they
of them were still at thelr chests, 88 they had peen when

and prayed-
denly a great,
in the alr, It
neqrest men scorrying
ran the fingers of mony

the column, finding io slrloe, proyed guietly facing its rulos.

When the battailon came to the top of the ridge it found & great groen plaln spread

Gut befors It, and the plaln was ruddy, slmost Lrnzen, In the Hght of the late
l‘"ﬁd" sun. The distances here wers magnificent.  One could see even the long,
snowy summit of Mount Olyipus In the far north, and as for the contral plaln of
Thessuly, It was slmply o great map. But thess natoral splendors did not occupy any

‘bartalion’s ntrentlon. The men had been projected Into the middle
1S, there was 4 troneh, and la (bl Lrencl

s Y4

g the stgn of the cross before the coming of the shell. The men in the reer of

‘time, they peered cautlously over the crest of

“The heads of the loose shirmishing oolumne of the enemy beoame
hidden in rolling mazscq of smoks, The Turks were ghooting low. Few
bullets went over the tronch., Many fell belme it, and a certain number
with great reguilarity went pum—pum—pump into the egrtbwork.”

the top of the trench, and hnd added the pmm:tlzu of stomes. When a soldler
londed his rifie he reated it in this groove, and taking sim at some tiny black figures
a kaoll that arose from the plain half of & mile away, he #fred. The shinlng Gris
jumped a trifle with the explosion, and then the soldler rolled balf oo his back ané
drew s plece In, to be agaln londed. They were gulte lelsurely at this fime.

The fire from the rldge had been undergolng one of the merely crackllng periods,
Now, however, 1t blsged np agaln, These wonderful lttle Agures amid the green and
brown fields of the pluln bpd Ipcreased vastly (n pumber. Little trickilng streams
nf them began to fow slowly along the lnes of the hedges and dltehes. In one place
there wns a great, long heavy sirenk of them. It was more than boman to see even
the wolor of a fez frowm the height. As for n gesture, and expressions at sll, It could
not be geen. And this quality provided the pleturé with its extrnordinary mysticlam.
Thesa 1iitle Llack things streamlng from bere and thers on the plaln, what were
they?" What moved them to this? The power and majesty of this approsch wus al
in 1t5 mnjesty, Its Inexpliesble mystery. What was this thing? And why was It
0f course—Turke—Turks—Turks, but then that Is 8 mere hame used to describe thes
crenfures who werd really hobgobline and endowed with bobgoblln motives. In th
olden {ines one ¢ould lave had a éertaln advantage of eeelng an énemy's syss 1
ong was anxions sbout the battle one could have perbmps witnessed the unxlety ¢
the enemy. Anythlag Is better than o fight with sn army that wears a black yvely
mask of distanes, !

The trenches on the left part of the helght becams tumaultuons with smo
and long, thin tifle flishes. As the dark streams; rivolets, of the gnemy pour
along the plaly, a large number of batterleg opened, and great black shells, whi
{ng ami sereaming, fied over the hends of the men o the trenches. There was gol
to ba a good, tighe Uttle feht,

The hesds of the looss skirmishing columns of the ecnemy becnme hidde
rolling masses of smoke, The Turks were sgheoting low. Fow bullets went ove
trench. Many fell helow It, and a certaln number with great regulnrity went |
pom—pmnp inte the earthwork.

The lNeutanant In command of this trench wallked slowly to and fro In the ro
hls men, e was a fne locking young chap, with n bronzed skin and a clea
gliowlig below the bhanded and pesked eap with Us crown and firme His dark
fitrsd bl bravels. Thers were, two silver starg on the viyld sosrlet facing a
thrpat, His Jight blug trousers were hidden below the knee by black walkiug
In fact, ke looked ko o soidier, and he wore his clotties &% A soldler wenrs lus ¢
He wis trim, lithe, muscular, oz o man to whom oumpalgning bas begun
eusy work. Ag he welked to mad fro under thix strong five he did not evinoe a:
nor @l Nz evinds pay strulting eontemp:. From time to tima s be glanced uj
one glde toward the parftivulnriy eloge path of some misslle, there wis In Nl
more of o decent respect than of any ofbicr ematlon,

Then be turnod and sapldly ballad out Lo hls men n few order censern)
range. The bulet that ¢ame then sgruck Bfm In the thient; sguarely in the
Ho fell Uke n flash, ns If some oo bed knockted hls beels from under him fn
hind. On the groapd hie arms mAde one 6ug st und shivery gesturd and then
still. For a moment bls men had a clear case of rattie; shmply rattle, It war =
the eaptain ls woshed off the bridgs during n storm st scs. Thera are I
lout—the ecaptaltt and what the capinin knows abont manmaging ships in stor
moment theve galdlers were wild-eyed, Tley streamed at ench olber. Hno
other trench with the rest of the compaay In It was very close, The trentl
& lone shlp. The men wettled down agaln to fighting.

The Tnrks were merely crawling aeross the plaln toward the helzght, 1
a Greek battery of the inevitghle mountain hosvitzers, and lts capteln was
more pure joy than had been bis for murny months He had & rakiog dre op
slow column of ‘Turkish infantry, and 1o the Inte alfternoon ntmotpliere he o
the erimson outburst of shell after shell divectly In the midst of 1L TP
purple, double stripe on the captain’s trousers flashed everywhers amid the
g s of the Lattery. Fe hind goue suddenly to Lizs stution at middle
paused tiere anve wlien there came to Wim o tall, pale young man in ely
He was obviously Bnglish, and to his distinctlon was wdded o wlid, wi’
earried o ldrgs bottle Joudly labelleidl polson snd a blanket,

He addressed the eppraln fn rasealiy Frenel. “Monsieus,” he sald,
to tnke care of the wounded. Cuan yon tell me where thoy are?™

The captain went away then and superintended the firing of the tw
first soction. When he returned to middierear he sald, o excollent Bogh.b
you speak In Engllsh jnstend of Freneh 1 may be able to unlerstand  yoi
He went away aud gaporintonded the firing of the seoond zection, When b
to milddle-tear ths pile roung man sald to Lim: “Look herel You hive ir
and 1 demntd sntisfactlon'” The ecsptaly went away snd superiptended ¢
the: third seetlon, Wihen e retwrned be sald:  “1am sorey I T bave off
and T can't glve yon satisfaction, hecanse 1 am a sery Lusy now, and wo
wiew me, it gives me plessure (o apologize ag once.” He wont away b
Wrst section: The tall, pale youtl wandered gloondly and wesantly 4o
and a9 steaggling solilers saw bim coming with his grest bettle of poisp
hly arms they sheercid off,

And sow begnn the infantry fizht at the foot of the helght. In this
concluding dny both sides fn the confilet weore dlm. to the view. There
amount of smoke. and bunilets chme and went froms everywhere.  The ¥
shatp, hard attack was incoberent, and the strongth of the drms ¢ it
Incohersnce. There was even:no cheerlng to Ipdicate the success of T
only the roar of the guns and the terrific crashing of the musketry.

‘It was otie of eight sttacks that the Turks bad made thet day, ar
mpst foriniduble. The Turks 4id sot como like n food, uwor did the
ke ndnmant.. It was simply a shifting, clsnging, bitter, forlous ¢
one could not place odds uor Enow when to sun.

The din did not abate in wmuny other parts of the field, bu
leight; thore was n goucral pause. There were doad In_thp mme!:v-
were rejoleing.  The new battailos had been placed In tresehes Wi
“falr shot at the ehnrging Turks. It had probably done n grest deal B
but thén It was a fact pever to be known, Turks had been kille’
who fired # onreful shot was iz the credit of the repulss

A Mifle to the renr the puptainof a4 mountafs battery bhad o
corporal, who commanded the horee and male squad, apdithe ¢
bottle of wine. The captain’ and his subalterns perched oa biue
and fnlshed this wine with some bread and cheest from goats® mil
o} pariy. y

A venerable colomel of Infantry sat on a rock and chaf
They stood aromid him smiling, 1n the twllight on thd helght
general satlsfdetion. - Meawwblle, ong of A poarty of four privat
away the dend body of o Greek Major stnmbled in the dusl
rades rebnked ‘hltm shnrply aud_uuru‘a.-'.rmnb!r. j

There were some, monntalnecr volunlcers in great gm
olonks. - They were enrioua figires ia the ovening light, perf
wate tot forthe moderslity of the rlfes gnd the skiniug Iines
the plhiln o sed of shadow helow and the yagus, bive tronm jot
tlin trenshes, these mon seng softiy the Wi mipar baliplls of
evenlne despened, many men corled fu tholr blonkets and slept
meantaineers continned fb glng, Uliimately tie raFs of ths
figures in sliver Hght, and ft was not infrequontly thot kol
Tusko-German batteries throw o sedden red cdlor on phelr ey
hanner of thelr viliage, which huag ghove them,” Ther ’T
gongs were new to the sense, reflesting tha eonturies. of- t_l!_pl
altimate guist of night pamo to the helght thls Jow esoutin
iy gnded one day at Velesline.
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